Men’s Technical Committee Meeting
21/09/2009
Present: Aidan O’ Reilly, Matthew Irvine, James McCambridge, Anthony Monaghan.
1. MTC Account: The MTC account was reviewed, the past year has been quite successful and the next year looks to be even more promising as there should be less expenses.
2.  Support Fund: It was agreed that Gymnasts in Northern Ireland should see more out of gymnastics. Aidan suggested the idea of a support fund to help gymnasts with travel expenses for competitions. Figures were agreed according to distances travelled. It was also agreed that efforts should be made to provide judges with lunches at competitions.
3. Competition Calendar: The Men’s competition calendar is partially completed with December 13th 2009 confirmed for the Salto Open and two dates left to be confirmed for the Northern Ireland Championships and Abbey open. February 7th is still the most likely date for the Northern Ireland Championships and May 16th is most likely for the Abbey Open. These should be confirmed in the next few days. It was decided that the Abbey open would be a two-piece competition using the Northern Ireland code for all categories.

Luke Carson will represent Northern Ireland as a guest in the English Championships in September and will compete in the World championships in October. Luke has targets set for World Championships and the MTC has appealed for a place in the Commonwealth Games.
4. Competition Selection: Aidan mentioned that the MTC would be responsible for selecting teams, coaches and judges for upcoming competitions. The next competition this would be required for is Celtic Cup.
5. Judging Course: A club & regional judging course was recently held in the Salto Gymnastics Centre. Aidan reported that the course had been successful, producing 4 qualified regional judges and 3 qualified club judges.
6. Squad Selection: The criteria for squad selection has still to be decided, however it has been agreed that the main influences will be competition scores in Irish Championships and Northern Ireland Championships. It was suggested that the Northern Ireland Senior and Junior squads must attend at least four out of six training sessions in a year and the Development squad must attend at least two out of three training sessions. It was suggested that all squads would train together, most likely on a Sunday and the session would last 6 hours, however this is still to be confirmed. Also to be confirmed is the cost of each session and coaches for each session.
7. Fundraising: Ideas are to be suggested for fundraising ideas throughout the year to help raise money for the MTC.

8. Points of Action: The roles of each member of the committee were discussed. Aidan is to complete the Northern Ireland code, publish the Men’s Competition Calendar, draw up a pro forma for travel money and consider the possibility of another judging course.
Anthony is to select gymnasts for the National Squad, decide on the specific criteria for squad selection, organise dates for National Squad training sessions, and complete the Northern Ireland Squad Handbook.

Matthew is to Liaise with Anthony with regards to National Squad Training and speak to clubs in Northern Ireland to identify if any Men’s courses are required.

James is to confirm the dates for the next year’s competition calendar and sort out medals and anything else necessary for upcoming competitions.
