Mens Artistic Spring Report March 09
Coaching Courses

There have been no coaching courses run as yet this year however there has been interest from several areas in getting people qualified. As yet British Gymnastics have not offered any dates for a tutor update course.

Judging

The course at the end of Nov 08 was well attended with seven people attending. This allowed the running of sets competition for the boys in Dec 08. The course was enjoyed by all and it is hoped they will continue judging through to the new cycle.

The new cycle has started well with NI now having its first Mens Artistic Brevet judge. The proposed National level course has been postponed by Irish Gymnastics due to the lack of time available due to upcoming competitions. This course will hopefully qualify a National judge for NI and provide our coaches and gymnasts with much needed information. British Gymnastics are going to write a regional course for this cycle so that will also be offered likely resulting in two Regional judges. A further Club level course will be offered later in the year.

Competitions

The Salto Open was run as a sets level competition in Lisburn aimed at increasing the competition participation of our junior boys. This took place on 7th Dec 2008 and was deemed to be a great success. Two clubs took part so it is hoped in future this will increase in size allowing a greater number of entries.
Trials have been taking place for the Celtic Cup and the team has now been selected to consist of Matthew Hagan, Rhys McCleneghan and Jack Neill for the minors and Jaymee Bell and Matthew O’Connor for the Juniors. We wish the boys the very best of luck for the competition. For several it will be their first international competition.

Luke Carson shall be competing in the London Open on 21st March however, he may not compete all six pieces as the European Championships are shortly after. Luke will then be representing Ireland in the European Championships in Milan in April. With commonwealth selection a possibility for Luke it is essential that he achieves good scores on the new code at these comps.
The Northern Ireland Championships has been postponed for the minute as the MTC try to piece together a code that is suitable to the level of gymnastics currently ongoing in NI. Once this is established it is hoped to educate the different clubs about how to put together routines that will be suitable for this code and also producing the gymnastics that we feel needs to be seen.
The Irish Championships for level 2-4 will take place on 17th May and it is hoped as many NI gymnasts as possible will enter this. This in future shall be used as a selection competition for the teams for international competitions.

Funding

Three Boys were successful in achieving funding from The USRT. Matthew Cosgrave and Luke Carson achieved funding to help towards the European Championships in Milan. However, Matthew will unfortunately need to decline this funding as he will now not be travelling to the competition.
Jaymee Bell also received funding towards the Celtic Cup competition in Scotland. However, Jaymee has not yet received this funding. There has been a mix up at the office with Jaymee’s home address. Much to the embarrassment of the MTC a letter was sent to Jaymee’s parents from the man who was receiving his mail. This was a rudely worded letter that was embarrassing for Jaymee's parents and it would be appreciated if such mail was not in future forwarded to the gymnasts.
